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Our common home: Anglicans and Old Catholics in Europe 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Local Anglican and Old Catholic churches, parishes and communities live side by side in 

many European countries, from the South to the North of the continent. Assuming that 

the mission of the Church is intimately connected with the social, political and cultural 

contexts of the different societies where we can find these communities, we 

understand that the present and future of our Churches are interconnected with the 

challenges and hopes that we all experience in Europe today. 

In the diversity of cultures, languages and traditions that characterizes the European 

Churches and societies today, we face particular challenges that come from multiple 

difficulties. To the economic crises with their strong social impact, we should add the 

violent conflicts and terror attacks. With migration and the pressing increasing 

numbers of refugees, it is becoming more demanding, and sometimes quite difficult, 

to accept the diversity and the relationships between different religions and 

communities. Doubts about a common project for Europe are growing in many 

countries, and all this is aggravated by a deficit of democracy in many governments 

and institutions. The advance of individualism and materialism in European societies 

create challenges for our faith, our witness, and even our own religious freedom. 

This is the very context of the Europe that we belong to and that gives identity to the 

Churches we are. Challenges are common, and require from the Churches an even 

greater sense of unity concerning the mission we are called to develop. The time that 

we are living in now is a time of kairos in which Christians must define themselves in 

their deepest identity and mission. Our witness today will shape our Church of 

tomorrow. We can no longer postpone what must be done. For that to happen, the 

Holy Spirit is calling us to an intentional discipleship. A discipleship at once 

transformed and transforming. To an ever-deepening personal and community 

relationship of love and friendship with Christ. This will express itself in how we live 

and practise the values of God’s Kingdom that Jesus came to inaugurate and 

announce.  

This, too is the appeal voiced by the young Anglicans and Old Catholics who gathered 

last May in the symbolic Luxembourg town of Echternach, where we can find the 

shrine of St Willibrord. Together, those young European Christians challenged their 

Churches to come to deepest unity through meeting and prayer, and to face together 

the injustices that mark our society. This is an appeal of hope and confidence in the 

future of Europe and in the mission of its Churches. 



We must hear the young people’s prophetic voice when they affirm: “Each challenge 

cannot be addressed by the Church leadership alone. All people, lay and ordained, 

young and old, must be integral to this process.” 

Together we share gifts and resources. Together we understand what it means to be a 

Church. Walking together is our vocation as sister Churches. Together in faith in Jesus 

Christ and together in love and in service to Europe, our common home. 

 

In the name of the Old Catholic and Anglican bishops in Continental Europe 

+ Bishop Jorge Pina Cabral 

Lusitanian Church – Anglican Church in Portugal 


